
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

by the  

AMSSND Immigration Committee 
 
  Did You Know…? 
 
• In the U.S., immigrants account for more than 50% of workers in cleaning, landscaping, personal appearance, 

and graders/sorters of agricultural products. In Canada, 35% of immigrant workers are in accomodation and 
food services. These sectors tend to be low-paying, and in the U.S. do not typically provide health insurance or 
paid sick leave. 

• Immigrant children tend to achieve education levels equal to or exceeding that of their native-born peers, 
despite a language barrier that often inhibits their parents from helping with their homework. 

• In the U.S., asylum-seekers are imprisoned (detained) or returned to dangerous territories in Mexico to live in 
makeshift camps while they await their court hearing. These overcrowded and unsanitary detention centers 
and camps are hotbeds for infectious diseases and have limited medical resources available in the inevitable 
event of a Covid-19 outbreak. 

• Both Canada and the U.S. have restricted the right to seek asylum during the coronovirus pandemic, despite 
the dubious effects of shutting down borders. 

• Many immigrants in the U.S. are afraid to visit foodbanks because of the Trump Administration’s policy that 
anyone who uses government aid or is deemed likely to become a “public charge” will not be able to seek U.S. 
citizenship. 

• The U.S. Supreme Court is scheduled to rule on DACA in June. Hundreds of thousands of immigrants and their 
families are waiting to hear their fate while dealing with this health crisis. 

 
   10 Things You Can Do to Help Immigrants Right Now 
 
• Contact immigrants you know and check on their needs.* 

• In the U.S., share Spanish resources from the CDC website. 

• Order local take-out, purchase restaurant gift cards, or buy fast food. Help to keep immigrant workers 
employed. 

• Make yourself available to immigrant neighbors for homework help or tutoring—over the phone or by Zoom. 

• If you hire an immigrant to clean your home or do yard work for you, continue to pay them even if you are not 
using their services temporarily due to social distancing.    

• Or Donate to the National Domestic Workers Alliance’s Coronavirus Care Fund today!  
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https://money.cnn.com/2017/03/16/news/economy/immigrant-workers-jobs/index.html
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-606-x/71-606-x2018001-eng.htm
https://www.aacu.org/aacu-news/newsletter/immigrants-and-higher-education
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/fears-coronavirus-grip-migrant-camps-mexico-border-200312160805524.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/fears-coronavirus-grip-migrant-camps-mexico-border-200312160805524.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/20/world/canada/trudeau-asylum-seekers-coronavirus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/17/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-mexican-border.html
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/coronavirus-not-a-migration-problem
https://www.ilrc.org/public-charge-outreach-toolkit?gclid=CjwKCAjwguzzBRBiEiwAgU0FT2aWht8dis8Amt_SGsDsahH0H0Z7rSgLjGrcjiQCqlhbI5waZ_vPcxoCncAQAvD_BwE
https://www.nilc.org/issues/daca/daca-litigation-timeline/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/pdfs/Coronavirus-guidelines_SPANISH.pdf
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/coronavirus-care-fund?refcode=covidfundhomepage


• Start a virtual food drive:  Go to the website of your local foodbank (United States, Canada) and fill a virtual 
box. When you are done, share the link with friends. 

• Join or start a Neighborhood Quarantine Response Team to offer your services, such as buying groceries for 
neighbors in need.  

• In the U.S., as the federal government provides critical aid to American workers, continue to encourage 
support for low-paid workers who are not Americans, including those who might be undocumented. They, 
too, have families and children who need food—and they often do pay taxes.  

• In the U.S., advocate for safe conditions and healthcare for migrants and asylum-seekers in detention centers 
to protect them during this pandemic. Or better yet, urge Congress to adopt alternatives to detention and 
avoid this public health risk altogether. 

• Tell the U.S. Supreme Court to do the right thing — Delay ruling on DACA during a global health crisis!      

*Remember:  Never offer legal advice or advice on dealing with government agencies. You may unintentionally put your 
friend at risk. If an undocumented immigrant asks you a questions about receiving unemployment, refer them to their lawyer 
or immigration support like Catholic Charities. 

 

 A Prayer for Immigrants during the Pandemic 

 
Triune God,  
 
In the midst of crisis, we are tempted to turn inward— 
to hoard, to criticize, to bury our heads in the sand of individualism. 
But this pandemic has confirmed what our faith has always taught: 
Individualism is impossible and impractical; all of creation is interconnected. 
Help us now to embrace one another in solidarity, as we reflect your Triune Unity. 
 
We pray for peace, hope, and healing for all affected by COVID-19  
and the economic havoc it has wrought. 
 
We pray especially for vulnerable migrants and refugees,  
whose experience of this new threat is compounded by an ever-present fear of the unknown: 
Undocumented workers, unable to feed their families and ineligible for government relief; 
Asylum-seekers turned away from borders, unable to find safe haven; 
DACA recipients in the United States, unsure whether they will be rejected by their homeland,  
despite recommendations to “stay home.” 
Those in detention centers and migrant camps, unable to practice social distancing,  
without a home to speak of. 
 
Blessed Trinity, 
 
As we navigate this global crisis, may we be ever conscious of your Spirit at work. 
May we reject arbitrary divisions and counter injustice. 
May we act together in solidarity and love, 
recognizing that our connection to one another and our world 
is our reflection of you. 
 
Amen. 

https://www.feedingamerica.org/find-your-local-foodbank
https://www.foodbankscanada.ca/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G5JcyxmywcTdNeaSGxUNycl9mtCdGkF4MYPVxEBH4SY/mobilebasic
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/blog/how-do-undocumented-immigrants-pay-federal-taxes-an-explainer/
https://www.votervoice.net/SSND/campaigns/73017/respond
https://unitedwedream.org/scotus-no-daca-decision-during-covid-19-pandemic/?link_id=1&can_id=40dd85a3225cc7a61d2e370156b457b4&source=email-scotus-needs-to-wait&email_referrer=email_757534&email_subject=scotus-needs-to-wait

